
Dear friends in Christ, 

 

What is your picture, or story of the Kingdom?  What if I offered you this: Jesus leading us into 

God’s kingdom, and all of us crying shouts of joy as we follow along?  Everyone would be 

there.  The dead would be raised, the blind would see, the mute would be singing, the lost and 

forgotten would be right there, part of the celebration.  Could you see that as a vision of the 

Kingdom? 

  

We are far from that vision now.  We know that.  It seems we keep repeating the mistake of 

Adam and Eve, we try to be our own gods.  We deny God a place in our lives, in the world, and 

claim things as our own, separating stuff out.  The vision might seem little more than a pipe 

dream. 

  

But it is God’s dream.  That’s the point behind all those things Jesus did in his lifetime; to show 

that God’s dream is possible.  Then in small ways, but one day in fullness.  But the only way to 

make it possible was for God to take his place in the world, restore His place in our lives.  

  

That’s where the story takes an unexpected turn.  God being God, God could simply destroy 

that and those which stood in the way of his dream.  Of course to do that, God would have to 

destroy us, and there goes the dream.  So God becomes one of us, and ends up on a cross, 

sentenced to a death that could be the final act of separation between God and creation! 

  

But that is not what happens.  From the cross, God offers forgiveness, a place in his kingdom, 

and new life through a new family for his mother and friend.  God overcomes the powers, 

including death, that would separate us from Him, and instead restores, forgives, and creates 

new life and relationships.  Because God chooses to love.  

  

The vision of God is given new life this week in the Passion of Jesus.  The cross becomes an 

instrument of reconciliation and restoration of life and relationship.  It becomes an instrument of 

love, and not death and separation. 

  

Does the thought of walking into God’s kingdom, alongside Jesus and all his other followers, 

seem distant?  Then draw closer, by drawing closer to the cross, and the act of love that builds 

a bridge between the present, and God’s dream. 


