
August 23, 2017 
Dear friends in Christ, 
I have just finished reading a book by Jonathon Sachs and am trying to digest much of 
it, but especially his remarks on time.  Sachs is a rabbi who lives in England, and for 
those who are part of the Wednesday book study, you will recognize the name from a 
recent book we studies "Not in God's Name".  In this book, he argues that the Jewish 
faith helped establish a new way of understanding time.  First, we have a God of history, 
who acts in history.  Second, God has given us free choice, which means we can do 
great things or we can fail.  In the latter case, there is forgiveness offered.  The 
possibility of being forgiven means that what has happened in the past can be 
redeemed.  The acts are not wiped out, but the effect of those actions combined with 
God's love and forgiveness can change.  Think of the story of Joseph being sold by his 
brothers.  That act, when combined with God's love for his people, Joseph's forgiveness 
and his brother's repentance bring new understanding to the story. 
 
In short, this idea of time challenges other approaches to time.  We are not in a cycle 
where everything repeats itself.  We are not in a tragic world where nothing will change 
and our fate is determined.  We are not promised success and guaranteed 
progress.  Time is instead part of creation itself, born of God's love and God's purposes, 
and we are invited to share in time.  Through our actions, our choices, our repentance, 
our forgiveness, we are not the victims of time, but partners with time and with God.   
 
It is a challenging idea Sachs is offering us.  I am wrestling with it still, and offer it now 
because it brings time itself into how we live faithfully.  Let me know what you think. 
 
In Christ 
Fr David 
 


