
August 30, 2017 
Dear friends in Christ, 
With this letter there will be a picture.  A fun picture of Marilyn and me having the last brats of the 
season, or at least our brat fry season at St John's!  Thanks to everyone who contributed, pitched in, 
came for brats!  It was a grand season, and despite asking for donations rather than actually selling 
brats, we made $590 that will go towards a new canopy and the discretionary fund. 
 
This last brat fry was one I will long remember, for it had everything that could be hoped for.  We had 
people of all ages, enjoying the brats as prepared by Doug.  We had members, friends, and people 
who just knew we had a brat fry.  They sat at the tables, eating and talking, and we had children 
playing and eating on the grass.  Several people enjoyed the lending library, and took books with 
them.  In the midst of it all, we had a person stop by on a bike, pick up a couple bottles of water, and 
tell me how grateful she was for the water.  It had the makings of a downtown picnic, on a smaller 
scale.   
 
All in all, this should remind us of the vision we have talked about at St John's for several years.  One 
of hospitality, of a joy being lived out among members and among friends, some of whom we don't 
even know their names.  Being fed, on so many levels.  Doing these things not for money, but out of a 
desire to be neighbors, to share God's bounty and love with others.  If I can borrow from Joe 
Thompson's desk, we were living into the vision of mission! 
 
These experiences should propel us to do more, find other ways to be neighbors, share our journey 
as we share another's journey.  And to know that we can do this with joy.  Living the Christian 
life,  doing mission, doesn't have to be somber, difficult, or boring.   
 
Again, thanks to all who made this happen, and were part of a great series of Tuesdays in 
August!  Who knew brats could be the cornerstone of mission and ministry? 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr David 
 

 



 


