
June 14, 2017 

 

A note on the Chapel from Fr David: 

 

A week ago last Friday, our sexton came into the chapel to clean and found stuff 
associated with drug use, including needles.  The police were called and the staff has 
been talking about all this quite a bit.   
 
First, we are concerned for the safety of people using the chapel, as well as others, like 
Kim, who comes in the chapel to clean.  It is becoming clear that this is no longer the 
safe place we want it to be, nor the place of prayer we envision.  We have kept the chapel 
open for a long time and worked with an idea that people will be “spiritual” in their own 
ways.   
 
The question before us is how can we live into our mission to be a downtown church for 
all people, and that includes providing a place for people to nurture their relationship 
with God and each other, while making sure it will be safe and inviting to use? 
 
It does seem clear that for now, keeping the chapel open overnight needs to be re-
examined.  Maybe we need to lock it overnight and keep it open during the day.  One 
thing we have working for us right now is that we can put a sign on the door of the 
chapel explaining the chapel will be closed overnight while inviting people who want to 
pray to use the courtyard.  It is outside, lit up to some degree all night, and therefore 
might not be as welcoming to a person wanting to use drugs. 
 
In talking to Joe Thompson, we talked about possibly closing the chapel each night with 
a short prayer service.  A chance to say a form of compline, and then lock the chapel as 
we leave.  In the same way, we might arrange for people to come in the morning, open 
the chapel and say prayers.  This would be possible only if we had volunteers who could 
help keep such a schedule.  Hopefully this would mean leading prayers and 
locking/unlocking the chapel one day a week.  We could make this a very positive event, 
even as we respond to the events.  We would be living in faith and not in fear! 
 
If you have ideas or comments, please talk to Fr David or a member of the vestry.  We 
will be looking forward to hearing from you. 
 


