
May 17, 2017 

 

This Sunday, Adul Rabbany, a representative from the local Islamic community, will 

be joining us at 9 am.  Rabbany (he prefers to be called by this name) will talk 

about the opening of the Mosque in Wausau, and the presence of the Islamic 

community in the Wausau area. 

  

The opening of the mosque, representing the presence of the Islamic faith among 

us, creates a moment for us.  For us, members of St John’s Episcopal Church.  For 

us, who call ourselves “Christians”.  For us, primarily white and of European 

origin.  It is a moment, possibly uncomfortable, possibly exciting.  

  

I invited Rabbany to St John’s because I want us to think about this moment in the 

history of our community and our lives.  I invited him because I believe God has 

created each of us and all of us.  There is something of God within all of us.  

  

We might wonder if there is something of God within all of us, then how can we be 

so different when it comes to our faith, and belief?  I cannot claim to know that 

answer, though I suspect that since God is so much greater than we can ever know 

or understand, it makes sense that there will be different ways of knowing God, 

and experiencing God’s presence within us and among us.  And we know God enters 

the world and our lives in unique ways: through Moses, or Elijah, or Jonah.  Jesus is 

the ultimate incarnation of God in the world, but is he the only incarnation in 

history?  Probably not, which means that with each incarnation, God meets people 

in a historical moment, in a unique culture.  Would it not make sense that a people’s 

response to that incarnation would vary as well?  

  

As I said earlier, I don’t know these answers.  I only have questions, and some 

thoughts.  But since I believe that all of us are children of God, I will welcome 

Rabbany, and the community he represents, to St John’s and to Wausau.  I look 

forward to walking with them, not always in agreement on everything, but always in 

humility and charity.  I hope you will join me.  We have the chance to grow 

together, as God is recognized as working in and through all His children living 

together.  Sunday is a start. 

  

In Christ, 

Fr David 
 


