
November 22, 2017 
Dear friends in Christ, 
This is a week given over to reflections and thanksgivings.  Before I offer some thoughts, let me 
remind you of some changes in the schedule this week because of Thanksgiving. 
 
There will not be adult study this week.  We will resume on November 29th.  There will be 11:30 
am Eucharist on Wednesday, and at 6 pm on Wednesday night.  The latter will be a Thanksgiving 
service in the church. 
 
No services on Thursday, November 23rd, and the offices will be closed on Thursday and Friday. 
 
On Saturday, we will have the monthly outreach luncheon.  We have had larger than usual numbers 
lately, so if you can come, please do and offer your help! 
 
On Sunday, November 26th, at 4;30 pm, we will have our parish family Thanksgiving dinner.   Sign up 
in Memorial Hall. 
 
Now, a couple of thoughts on the week and the subject of Thanksgiving.  It begins with the 
observation that the week before Thanksgiving, the church was a busy place!  On Monday, the 
Boy  Scouts were here.  On Tuesday, the special needs choir and church choir were here 
practicing.  On Wednesday, we were hosts to the Poverty simulation in the Memorial Hall, a 
community choir in the choir room, Smart in the office conference room, and the organ builder was 
busy at work in the church.   On Thursday, a community choir was here along with 5 pm Eucharist in 
the chapel, and the Mission Team had their regular meeting. And a group of people making soup for 
Empty Bowls on Saturday!   What I am leading to in this litany is how thankful I am for this 
congregation and its willingness to open the doors of the church to the community.  I am thankful for 
the buildings themselves, and the flexibility we have to have different groups come in.  In many ways 
it reminds me of why churches built halls and rooms to the worship space in the first place - to be a 
center not only for the church family, but the larger community.  Part of our mission being fulfilled. 
 
Oh, one more thing to share.  On Tuesday a man came in the office.  He came to tell me how much 
he appreciated the chapel.  He uses it often.  By his appearance, he might not always have a place a 
sleep, but that isn't why he used the chapel.  He appreciated the chance to sit and be with God.  And 
he wanted to give me a few dollars that were in his pocket as a way to show his appreciation.  It is 
nice to be able share another's feeling of gratitude, of thanksgiving. 
 
I share these with you, because they are the stories of our family here at St John's, the stories we can 
share and build on.  Hold them with your other thanksgivings this season, and let them inspire you as 
we continue on our journeys together. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Fr David 
 


