
December 6, 2017 
Dear friends in Christ, 
Advent began throughout the Church this past Sunday.  It will continue through the 
24th, until the celebration of Christmas Eve.  It is easy to associate Advent solely, or 
primarily with Christmas and the birth of Jesus, but that would be missing much of the 
meaning of the season. 
 
The birth of Jesus is part of Advent, but just part.  The season as a whole is inviting us 
on a journey from darkness into light, a journey that promises to bring us into a life with 
God and each other.  Advent is that part of the journey that identifies where we are 
starting from, which often times is not a great place.   We have wandered into places 
that leave us separated from God, from each other, and even make us uncomfortable 
with ourselves.  But God comes and says, I know you, I love you, and I will not leave 
you here.  But God does not just bring us to a new place, God leads us, walks with us to 
this new life, and requires us to make choices to walk with Him.  And God offers us a 
vision of what He is leading us to and how we will get there.    If you look at the lessons 
for Advent, you will hear these visions described.  There are the visions of Isaiah, and 
Zephaniah and Baruch that speak of the roads being cleared, of the place being 
prepared, all for us.  There are the words of John the Baptist, calling us to choose to 
repent, and put ourselves in a position where we can walk with God.  And there are the 
stories of Mary and Joseph, who became vehicles for God to enter our lives, and the 
invitation for us to welcome Jesus into our lives, that he might be the one we walk with 
in this journey to life. 
 
Listen to the words of scripture throughout this Advent season.  Let the words open your 
minds and hearts to the life God calls you to, and the way to get there.  All that follows 
in the Christian year builds upon these images, and these words.  It is indeed a season 
of beginnings, but also of ends.  Our walk begins and is given shape by the promise of 
an end.  The story is ours to live into.   
 
In Christ, 
Fr David 
 


