
January 10, 2018 
Dear friends in Christ, 
You might imagine that things are pretty busy this month in the office, and throughout 
the church.  As I prepare to leave, people are stepping up to make sure there is 
continuity.  Others are preparing for their own transitions.  And there are signs that 
some things just keep going.   
 
Vicky Richmond Hawkins and Steve Miller are stepping up in their roles as wardens and 
preparing to find supply clergy, coordinate the weeks and months ahead with the vestry 
and diocese.  You can be proud of their faithfulness to these tasks, and you are in good 
hands.  Joe Thompson will be stepping up and helping coordinate the ministry in the 
community, with focus on the chapel and the courtyard.  Members are getting ready to 
visit our shut ins in the absence of a priest, and Millie Meuret has offered to help 
coordinate those visits.  And all of you seem to have stepped up, wanting to say good 
bye to Marilyn and me.  Our social calendar has never been fuller! 
 
Meanwhile, Erik and Amy Evenson are preparing to leave for seminary, hopefully in 
Austin Texas and the seminary of the Southwest.  This is not official yet, but it looks like 
they could be leaving in early fall.  Talk about lives being turned upside down!  Keep 
them in your prayers. 
 
Did you know that Betty Smith is going to be celebrating her birthday at the end of the 
month?  She will be 103?  That is our best guess.  For those who knew her, she is 
limited in who and what she knows, but well worth a visit or card. 
 
And now, for a moment from the chapel.  Over the years, the stories of people finding 
comfort and hope from the chapel far outweigh any other stories, and I want to share 
one with you from the past weekend.  I was working in the church last Saturday 
afternoon, and walked into the chapel for some reason.  I stopped short, and found two 
men sitting in the pews.  They were reading from the bibles in the pews, reading 
scripture passages to each other.  They were doing the work, but we had given them a 
place set apart.   
 
Finally, word from the organ builder: the organ will be  complete, fully complete and 
done, by the end of January.   
 
All of which tells the story of a congregation, and its members, continuing to live as best 
we can in God's faith and mercy, building on what we have done, and exploring ideas 
for what we will do.  Life goes on, and God is in the midst of it all.   
 
In Christ, 
Fr David 
 


