
January 17, 2018 
Dear friends in Christ, 
With less than a month before February 11, I have thought and reflected upon much.  One of the 
things that is in my mind a lot are the words of Mother Meredyth when she was here for our potluck 
on Epiphany.  I wanted to reflect on her thoughts and the thoughts of the diocese for a moment, from 
a "pastoral" perspective. 
 
When I arrived at St John's, the parish family had gone through some difficult times.  You  embraced 
me, in part because you very much wanted to move on.  Through the years, we have built a unique 
relationship, one that has nurtured my life as well as yours (I hope).  It seems strange, if not contrary 
to our teaching, to ask us to end relationships when we have spent so much time building them.   
 
Yet, each of us is beginning a new road in our journey.  We won't be walking together as we have in 
the past.  You will be walking with an interim, and then a new rector.  So I understand when each of 
us is reminded that there needs to be room in our hearts, minds, and lives for a new person to come 
in and create a relationship with you that will let you walk together into the future, to new places as a 
congregation. 
 
All of this is to say that we are part of a  larger story.  It begin back when Wisconsin was just 
becoming a state, and the area was little more than a wilderness.  When  churches were built, or new 
rectors were called, or new members arrived, new chapters were being written in the life of St 
John's.  You  don't start writing a new book, you start a new chapter, based on the chapters before, 
and the expectation of something new entering into the narrative.  With the beginning of each new 
chapter, relationships evolve because of new elements, new people, new ideas being 
introduced.  Drama occurs when the introduction of the new  conflicts with the old, or continuing.   
 
Relationships don't have to end, but they do have to evolve to provide room for the new people, and 
new ideas.  I have the utmost confidence in you, and in me, that our relationships do not have to end, 
but they can evolve.  I cannot be your parish priest, your counselor, that "pillar of advice" (please 
know that is said with a smile on my face), or the other roles associated with being the rector of St 
John's.  Marilyn and I can be your friends, and that might take some time to take shape and find a 
comfortable spot.  We cannot rush it.  It will take time.  I also have utmost confidence in you, that you 
will show the same trust in your interim and new rector that you showed me, and will welcome him or 
her into your lives  in every way. 
 
I will do everything I can to support your life ahead, including  creating the room for you to create and 
nurture a new relationship  with those called to be your priests in the future.  In the same sense, I ask 
your prayers and support to let me and Marilyn find our way into the uncertain future.  In  saying that, 
I believe in what we have created together, and trust in our relationships, while acknowledging 
change is part of life. 
 
I know this is not the end to my thoughts or yours.   Just wanted you to know the struggle is part of 
the journey, and it is OK to have them. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr David 
 


