
January 3, 2018 
Dear friends, 
What could I write about this week?  The weather?  The Badgers big win?  Or how 
about a follow up to the news I will be retiring?   
 
Actually, I don't see myself as "retiring".  I will be leaving full  time ministry.  That means 
leaving St John's.  While both Marilyn and I know how much we will miss being with you 
each Sunday and throughout the week, I feel  confident that  St John's is ready for this 
moment.   You are spiritually strong, and you are strong in so many other ways.  That 
doesn't make the transition any easier for you or for us, but... 
 
As for me, this new direction in life is both exciting and frightening.  I hope to work part 
time in small churches after a summer sabbatical.  But more, I see this as a time that 
will give me new opportunities to grow.  37 years  in church ministry has prepared me 
for this.  I have learned to work day to day, week to week, under a schedule (albeit 
flexible).  Now, I will need to choose how time is used, I will need to choose what my 
priorities are, how I wish to grow and become that child God created me to be.  This is 
the next stage of life, one I have been prepared for by my life with you, and all the other 
experiences that have gone before.  That is exciting, but a little frightening.  Will I live 
into that responsibility?  Will the vision of what I want to do and become be clear? 
 
I ask your prayers.  First for St John's, a church I have come to love so much and 
whose members are so much a part of my life.  Then for Marilyn.  What will she do with 
me?  And for me, and the path I feel called to.  May we all know God's blessings as we 
go forth. 
 
Please plan to join us for the pot luck this Saturday night at 4:30.  It will be family time, 
including a chance to ask questions of Marilyn and me, as well as the vestry and a 
representative from the diocese. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr David 
 


