
January 31, 2018 
Dear friends in Christ, 
Today, the adult study group read and discussed a chapter from Jonathon Sacks book 
"Numbers".  We focused on Moses not being able to enter into the Promised Land 
despite having led the people of Israel out of Egypt and through the wilderness.  Was it 
because of a sin or sins that Moses could not enter the Promised Land?  No, says the 
author.  Moses was the appropriate leader for the time, but would not be in the new life 
of the people of Israel. 
 
I read those words with obvious interest.  As I prepare for February 11, I have struggled 
with a conversation within.  I have been the rector of St John's for over 20 years and 
things are good.  I know I could stay, but in staying, would the congregation be moving 
forward?  I have chosen this moment because I believe St John's is ready to continue 
the journey, and it appropriate that someone else lead them.  I can't point to anything to 
prove what I am doing is right, only a faith in you, and in God.  Together you will 
continue the walk together, and there will be others who will walk with you, both clergy 
and lay, in the future. 
 
Sacks made another point.  Moses was the leader for his time, but was a teacher for 
generations.  I think that was true and it is true.  Each rector of St John's, each bishop of 
this or any diocese, is a leader for an appropriate time, but leave behind his or her 
teachings.  That is why there can be one story with many chapters.   
 
You have always been, will always be, God's family.  You will always be loved by 
God.  God is always there waiting for you; to choose to accept his invitation, to walk with 
Him, and join with Him in new life.  I celebrate with you how far we have walked 
together, and now entrust you to new leadership, and new ideas, but always the same 
love. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr David 
 
 


